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m inual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  3I  s t Dec  ember , 194-5* 


Gentlemen, 

' I have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Annual  Report  re  the 

vital  statistics  and  health  of  the  towns  hip  of  Dodv/orth  and  also  the 
■report  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr,  Herbert  Strutt. 

The  health  of  the  township  on  the  whole  was  reasonably  good 
during  1945,  though  the  death  rate  had  risen,  the  birth  rate  had 
fallen,  there  were  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  over- 
crowding was  common,  due  to  the  shortage  of  houses. 

To  take  the  matter  of  the  epidemics  first  of  all,  lOy  cases 
of  measles  were  notified  but  no  deaths  resulted,  which  was  gratifying. 
Measles  still  remains  one  of  the  largest  causes  of  death  among  children. 
It  is  one  of  those  diseases  whose  death  rate  shows  marked  sensitiveness 
to  social  and  environmental  conditions  and  increases  with  urbanisation, 
Y/hooping  Cough  is  another  children’s  disease  which  is  sometimes  fatal 
and  like  measles  visits  in  epidemic  form,  every  hamlet  and  tovm 
periodically.  There  were  40  cases  notified  but  no  deaths. 


As  to  the  general  death  rate,  I have  gone  into  the  causes 
and  I do  not  think  that  the  rise  is  due  to  any  environmental  or  other 
conditions  over  which  you  have  any  control.  Of  the  52-  people  who 
died,  21  died  in  hospital  and  6 of  these  v^ere  babies  under  one  year  of 
age.  The  rise  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  the  chief  cause 
in  the  rise  of  the  general  death  rate.  This  appears  to  be  rather 
alarming  at  first  sight.  Of  the  twelve  infantile  deaths  five  were 
born  and  died  in  hospital.  Their  ages  and  causes  of  death  were  as 
follows:- 


Age  at  death. 


Cause  of  death. 


ilj  2 months 
2)  3 weeks 

3)  2 months 

4)  2 weeks 

5)  2 hours 


Nutritional  Anaemia 
Pulmonary  Abscesses. 

Bro  ncho-P  neumoni a 
Pyaeraia-Umbelical  Sepsis, 
Premature  birth. 


Then  two  sets  of  twins  (four  babies)  died  within  ^ hour  of 
birth.  They  were  premature  births,  that  is  to  say  they  were  born 
before  their  time.  Premature  babies  sometimes  survive.  This  depends 
on  the  degree  of  prematurity,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  baby  at 
birth,  such  as  weight,  viability,  etc.  , and  the  facilities  at  hand  for 
coping  with  the  abnorraail  situation.  In  the  matter  of  these  two  sets 
of  twins  (four  babies)  the  fact  of  twins  with  prematurity  diminished 
their  chances  of  survival.  In  both  cases  the  premature  births  were 
attributable  chiefly  to  shock  and  not  to  the  bad  health  of  the  mothers. 
The  time  the  twins  lived,  5 minutes,  10  minutes,  30  minutes,  and  30 
minutes,  respectively,  shows  that  the  babies  were  born  moribund  and 
scarcely  viable. 

These  two  classes  account  for  nine  of  the  deaths.  The 
tenth  baby,  which  was  born  naturally  at  home  with  a deformity  of  the 
spine,  had  to  be  sent  into  hospital,  where  it  died  of  Meningitis 
resulting  from  the  deformity.  Only  two  normal  babies,  born  at  home, 
died  at  home  - one  age  3 weeks  from  Broncho-Pneumonia,  and  one  age  10 
months  from  Pink  Disease. 


To  sum  up,  out  of  12  deaths  of  babies  under  one  year,  six 
died  in  hospital,  and  six  died  at  home,  four  of  which  were  twins  and 
prematurely  born. 

I consider,  therefore,  that  the  rise  in  the  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  for  1945  was  mainly  temporary  and  accidental  and  due 


1 


to  circumstances  beyond  our  controls 

I have  npthing  special,  oo  r.-jpo-''ii  re  the  Child  l/Velfare  'and 
Ante-natal  clinics;  Both  are  well  attenrJed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  y will  be  better  accommodated  in  time.  The  Child  Velfare  Clinic 
meets  every  Tuesday  from  2 to  A p.m.  The  Ante-natal  clinic  meets  the 
first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  calendar  month  from  2 to  4 p.m.  The 
Tuberculosis  and  V*D,  Clinics  are  held  in  Barnsley,  The  certificated 
mj.dwife  resides  at  32>  South  Road Dodworth, ' and  is  available  for  all 
e::pectant  mothers.  The  district  general  nurse,  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Association,  resides  at  the  Nurse’s  Horae,  Jermyn  Croft,  Dodworth, 
and  does  extremely  valuable  work  amongst  the  sick,  especially  the  aged 
sick. 


The  area  of  Dodworth  Urban  District  is  1,857  acres.  The 
census  population  in  1921  and  1931  was  3,390  and  4,248  respectively. 

In  1945  the  estimated  resident  population  was  4,054-  In  1933  there 
Y\/ere  969  houses,  in  1938,  1^026  houses,  and  in  1945,  1024  houses. 

The  rateable  value  is  £13,223  and  the  sum  represented  by  Id  rate  is  £50, 

Coal  Mining  is  the  only  industry  in  the  township  apart  from 
Agricul ture. 


BI5TH3. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  73  (36  males  and  42  females) 
of  which  seven  v/ere  illegitimate.  This  represents  a birth-rate  of 
19.2  per  1,000  resident  population.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  16.I,  Both  birth-rates  have  fallen.  Of  the  78  births, 

46  occurred  at  home,  whilst  32  occurred  j.n  hospital,  or  nursing  home, 
or  elsewhere. 

There  were  two  still-births,  - both  legitimate.  This 
represents  a rate  of  *49,  compared  with  ,46  for  England  and  Wales, 

D;3ATHS. 

There  were  52  deaths  during  1945  (24  males  and  28  females). 
Of  these  29  actually  died  in  Dodworth,  21  died  in  hospital  and  2 else- 
where, This  represents  a death  rate  of  10,3.  That  for  England  and 

Wales  was  H,  4- 


CAUSB^B  0?  DEATH. 

Premature  births  and  Congenital 
Malformations,  etc.  ,00  .0,  c»o  ,p. 

Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Nephri  ti  s,,*  ,«■•  ,••  o»»  •»» 

Pneumonia  

Bronchi  ti  s »»•  •••  k ^ jno 

Accidents  ,*•  .oc  3 c v 

Influenza  ,«•  •••  •••  ea.  ,«• 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Disease  * 

Senility  


Total  Male 


Female 


TABLE  SHOwTNC  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO.  ACE. 


1-10.  11-20  21-30  3Jk!iiiO  43--5.Q 


51-60  61-70  71-80  81-90 


Number 

of  deaths.  12  1 1 


2 l6  7 7 


INFAimLE  DEATHS. 


There  were  twelve  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
registered  in  1945  - an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  I53,  compared  with 
46  for  England  & ¥ales.  The  ages  and  causes  of  death  were:- 


(1)  a hours 

12.)  '5  minutes 
3)  10 
4)  30  ” 

.5)  30  ’• 

6)  2 weeks 


- Prematurity 

_ u 

- » 

- »» 

- Pyaemia 


( 7)  3 weeks  - Meningitis. 

( q\  3 It  - Lung  Abscess, 

(9)  2 Months  - Nutritional  Anaemia. 
U.0)  10  ’*  - Pink  Disease. 


3 weeks 
2 months 


Broncho-Pneumonia, 

It  It 


Totals  of  Births  & Deaths  in 
Dodworth  for  years  1936/1945 • 


A comy^arison  of  Infantile  Death 
Rates  of  Dodworth  ^ , 
and  3.).'iK'da_nd  & l/ales,  1936/1945. 


Births 

Deaths 

i V/  v)  t*/  blj. 

England  & Wales 

1936 

87 

46 

92 

59 

1937 

113 

48 

53 

58 

1938 

84 

42 

95 

53 

1939 

78 

47 

86 

57 

1940 

70 

45 

57 

55 

1941 

86 

45 

58 

59 

1942 

83 

36 

36 

49 

1943 

92^; 

39 

49 

1944 

89 

36 

56 

46 

1945 

78 

5R 

153 

46 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet 

Tuber- 

Whooping 

Age  G-roup 

Fever 

Measles 

Pneumonia  culosis 

Cough, 

0 - 1 year 

10 

a. 

5 

1 - 2 years 

28 

0 

2 - 3 . 

11 

21 

6 

3-4 

It 

17 

5 

4-5 

li 

10 

9 

5-10 

li 

1 

19 

7 

10  - 20 

11 

2 

30-40 

It 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

105 

1 1 

40 

TUMPd-IdLOSIS, 

Only  one  case  of  Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  was  notified. 

She  has  been  removed  to  a Sanatorium,  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff 
and  beds  she  was  kept  waiting  for  admission  for  many  months. 


COMPARATIVE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


1938 

12^ 

1-941 

1942 

1245 

1944 

1545 

Scarletina 

1 

10 

9 

7 

6 

14 

11 

4 

Measles 

0 

0 

38 

9 

10 

101 

1 

105 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

1 

40 

Diphtheria 

2 

6 

4 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

Tuberculosis 

3 

6 

2 

0 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

6 

15 

3 

b 

8 

1 

Meni ngi tis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Opthalmia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

There  were  no  cases  of  .Diphtheria  notified.  During  1945 > 

106  immunisations  were  completed  and  it  was  estimated  that  over  7^  o|* 

Che  child  population  between  the  ages  of  1 and  I4  years  had  been  immunised. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR* 

S REPORT,, 

«) 

(Mr,__HerberJ^ 

Strutt) 

Year 

Houses 

Privies 

i.r 

Hi  » W »-> 

W.W.C’s 

. Pails. 

1944 

1024 

25 

907 

31 

.3 

1945 

1024 

25 

907 

31 

,3 

4 

S^^HTARY  INSP. 

A number  of  inspections  havo  been  ma'ie  and  repairs  to 
defective  roofs  have  been  carried  to  houses  scheduled  as  unfit.  Some 
repairs  have  been  done  to  the  houses  in  G-ilroyd,  which  were  affected  by 
Oolliery  subsidence.  During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  very  little 
additional  damage  to  the  houses  was  detectedi. 

4 J:NS?1]CTI0I\'  op  IvEAT  other  foods. 

During  1945>  289  lbs.  of  Margarine;  5 lbs.  of  Butter; 

15  lbs.  of  Jam;  15  lbs.  of  Rolled  Bacon;  and  6 lbs.  of  tinned  Ox  Tongue 
was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  condemned. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Weekly  collections  are  made  from  890  dust  bins  by  covered 
scavenging  lorry  and  tipped  on  the  'Welfare  Recreation  Ground,  where, 
during  the  past  10  years,  controlled  tipping  has  been  in  operation. 
During  that  time  a complete  football  ground  has  been  made  and  an  exten- 
sion to  the  Cricket  Ground  is  nearing  'completion. 


During  1945?  4 tons  1 cwt.  of  Y/aste  paper  was  sold. 

GDWAGS  DIU^GS.AL. 


With  the  exception  of  43  bouses,  scattered  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  District,  all  the  houses  are  connected  to  the  sewers. 

9^  of  all  the  houses  in  the  .District  are  provided  with  W.<1. 
accommodation. 

The  Sewage  Works  v^ere  reconstructed  in  19-27  to  provide  for 
a population  of  5,500.  No  further  subsidence  of  the  works  has  been 
detected  during  1945.  All  the  sewers  have  been  treated  for  rat  infest- 
ation. 


COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  DEALERS. 


The  28  Cowsheds  in  the  District  have  been  periodically 


inspected. 


WATE.R  SUPPLY. 


All  the  houses  in  the  District  except  one  have  water  laid  on 
in  the  house  from  the  Barnsley  Corporation  water  mains. 


MORTUARY. 

The  Mortuary  has  been  enlarged  and  the  walls  lined  with 
white  tiles..  The  mortuary  also  meets  the  needs  of  three  adjoining 
Parishes. 


your  obedient  Servant, 
J.  LEI3HMAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4. 


